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HE Commifſion of the General Aſſembly having at this and former Diets. hack 
under Conſideration the ſeveral Affairs referred to them, ordained that Pref? 
1 byteries be wrote to, concerning theſe Particulars following, vx. 
I. As to Popery, and other Irregularities of diſaffected Perſons, a Repreſentation - 
was ſent thereanent to the Lords Juſtices, in the King's Abſence, and their Excel. 
lencies were pleaſed to give Orders to all Sheriffs, and other inferior Magiſtrates, 
to be vigilant and exact in diſcharging the Duty incumbent on them, for Puniſhing 
and Preventing the Abuſes complained of; and more particularly, to ſuppreſs Popith 
Schools and Seminaries; to apprehend Perſons ſuſpected to be Traffiqueing Pritſts 
or Jeſuits, in Order to their Trial, Likewiſe to fee the Letters of Orders of 
Preachers or Paſtors, who hold Mecting-houſes, duly recorded, and to ſhut up the 
| Meeting-Houles of ſuch as are not qualified in Terms of Law; and in Caſe of Obſti- 
nacy, to apply the Penalty of Six Months Impriſonment. And as to the Church's 
Part, the Commiſſion could not at preſent ſee any Thing further incumbent on them, 
but to deſire that Presbyteries and Miniſters may peruſe the Letter ſent them by 
the Commiſſion, dated the 1oth. Day of November 1720 Years, and ſet effectually 
about the Particulars therein recommended and enjoined by the Acts of the General 
Aſſembly, and to uſe their beſt Endeavours for extirpating Joolatrous and Superſti⸗ 
ious Cultoms C 
II. PRE SsBYTERIEs are deſired to take Notice of Schoolmaſters who are diſaffected 
to the Government, and proceed againſt them according to Law. And where Pro- 
viſion is not made for a School in every Pariſh, that the Directions laid down in 
the 4th Act of the General Aſſembly 1719, with Relation to the Building of a School 
and School-houſe, and modifying of a Sallary and as to the Settlement of a Maſter, they 
may proceed according to that Act. And this Method being followed regularly; 
the Law may be made effectual in that Matter; and the Judges here are ready to 
do their Part therein, of which there are diverſe Inſtances. And particularly upon 
the 6th Day of February laſt, the Lords by a ſolemn Deciſion have found, That by 3 
the eAet of Parliament anno 1696, ordaining @ Schoolmaſter to be ſettled in every Pa- 2 
riſh, with the eAdvice of the Heritors and — of the Pariſh, that the Nomination A 
end Preſentation of the Schoolmaſter belongs to the Heritors and Miniſters of the Pariſh, 
Bat found, That if the Heritors and Miniſter refuſe or delay to preſent after due Certio- 
ration by Intimations from the Pulpit for that Effect, that then the Presbytery may meet 
end proceed and ſettle the Schoolmaſter. This Deciſion does very much clear the 
atter; and 'tis hoped Miniſters and Presbyteries will carefully obſerve the fame, 
and not fail to give the due Intimations to theſe concerned, about Calling and Set- 
tling Schoolmaſters, before they do it themſelves. And Presbyteries are deſired to 
report to the General 2 its Coggmiſſion, their Diligence as to the Settlement 
of Schools, and what Pariſnhe Shave Scfhols, and who want the fame, and to ſend to 
the next Aſſembly a Return of Letters about the State of their Burſeties, as was for- 
merly required. | | | 
4 III. TE Commiſſion does hereby put Presbyteries in Remembrance, carefully 
to obſerve the AQ of Aſſembly concerning Students of Mivinity, and that at licencing 
Probationers, Ordination and Admiſſion of Miniſters, tht Queſtions preſcribed by the 
roth Ac Of the General Aſſembly, held in the Year 1711, be put to them, and that 
they ſign the Formula according to that Act, and come under the Engagements there- 
incontained; As allo that all Maſters in Colleges, and Schoolmaſte:s, ſign the For- I 
mula appointed by the Ac yf Parliament anno 1707, and roth Act of the General Aſ- 3 
ſembly 1700, and 13th General Aſſembly 1706; and likewiſe that Elders ſign * þ 
the Formula of the Gefleral Aſſembly 1694, Act rith, according to the 11th Act of 
the General Afemblf 1700. . | | 3c ; | 
IV. AN further, Presbyteries are entreated to put in Execution what is enjoined 
by the 4th Act of the General Aſſembly 1722, againſt Profaneneſs, and concerning 
Elders and Deacons ; and that Queſtions at privy Cenſures be prepared, if not done 
already, and that the fame be writen upon the Presbytery Books, as was formerly re- 
commended, and therein to have a Regard to the Particulars mentioned in the «Atl, 
Act of the General Aſſembly 1713, and 5th Act of the General Aſſembly 1723. | 


V. Sou 
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V. Sour Years ago, there were Libraries ſent down from charitable Perſons in 
England, and fixed in diverſe Places; and by the 11th Act of the General Aſſembly, 
anno 1709, it was recommended to ſuch Presbyteries, as had not received any Of 

"theſe Libraries, to contribute among themſelves, in Order to lay a Foundation for à 
Library in each Presbytery Seat; and alſo to endeavour to procure Collections for that 
End: The Commiſſion does now, according to their Inſtructions, recommend to 
Presbyteries to conſider of this Matter, and to appoint ſome to viſit theſe Libraries, 
and compare the Books with the Catalogues ſent from the Commiſſion, and take an 
Account of what is wanting, and ſee that the fame be timeouſly made up, alſo what 
Additions are made thereto, where theſe Libraries are placed, and how the printed 
Rules thereanent, whereof a Copy 1s herewith ſent you, are obſerved, and report to 
the general Aſſembly, or its Commiſſion, 

VI. THE Commiſſion finding that the Right Honourable the Lord Reay is very 

4 deſirous of having as many Miniſters in his Country, as the Teinds,with the Contribu- 

J tions,will bear, and propoſes to have a new Presbytery in theſe Bounds, and reſolves 

; himſelf to be at the next Aſſembly, in Order to have that Matter finally adjuſted ; 
the Commiſſion does earneſtly intreat all who are deficient, timeouſly to ſend in their 

Contributions for the Effect foreſaid, to James Joung of Killicanty, Merchant in 
Edinburgh, the Collector thereof, that ſo good a Work may not be longer retarded, 
and the Seaſon loſt. The Collector is to make his Accompts to the next Aſſembly, 
and then to give in a Lift of deficient Pariſhes. 
VII. THE General Aſſembly in the Year 1718, made an Act for raiſing a Fund for 

B mantaining the indigent Widows and QNrphans of Miniſters; and there was another 
Act made in May laſt to that fame Purpoſe; and this being a neceſſary and chari- 

table Work, it is hoped Miniſters and Presbyteries will timeouſly remember the 
ame, becauſe the Time of doing thereof is limited by theſe Acts. 

VIII. TAE Clerk is ordered to claĩs the Anſwers of the ſeveral Synods and Presbyte- 

FO Ties; to this: d former Letter fro 0 TOE SQUAT if Wand. MEND unde heir feverat- 

Nl 2 ee, and: Melle lame before the Commit- 
ou may timeouſly ſend in your An- 
toreſaid Lexters. And that Presbyteries may be the more 

ters from the Aſſemblies and their Commiſſions, they ſhould 

„ee, to record the ſaid Letters, but alſo their own Returns, in the 

resbytery Regiſters; many do it, and the Neglect thereof in Synods has been often 
noticed by the General Aſſembly. Theſe Things, in Name, and by Order of the 
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Tour affettionate Brother, and 


Servant in the LO RP, 
Jr: Sond 1907 
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